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PREFACE.

Dvaita-Adhva-Kantakoddhara.

In the progressive evolution of Indian Philosophy,

the 16th century witnessed remarkable conbributions

made by champions of Advaita, Visishtadvaita, and
Dvaita. Tatacharya, Appayya-Dikshita and Vijayindra,
were the stars that shone with dazzling brilliance in the
Vedantic firmament in that century. Appayya-Dikshita,
wrotbe in support of Advaita, and Vijayindra Tirtha in
support of Dvaita. :

Appayya-Dikshita attacked Dvaita in hig Madhva-
tantra-mukha-mardana * (verse) and Madhva-mata-
vidhvamsana ” (prose) the latter being his own commen-
tary on the former. No- 113 of the “ Anandasrama-
Sanskrit series-Poona ” coutains the text of both. In
addition, those who control the said series have thought
fit to publish what purports to be a gloss on the prose-
work of Appayya-Dikshita by one Pandit Narayana
Sastry of the Maharaja’s Sanskrit college at Mysore.

Vijayindra Tirtha immediately refuted Appayya-
Dikshita’s work in his““Madhva-adhva-kantakoddhara’’.
Pandit Narayana Sastri on the ostensible plea of writing
a gloss on Appayya-Dishita’s work has quoted the,
ipsisstma verba of Vijayindra Tirtha’s replies to;Dikshita,
and endeavoured to answer thern in his own way and
undoubtedly to his own satisfaction. Pandit Narayana
Sastry’s has been a perfectly miserable and laughable
performance. In many contextg, he has not at-all been
able to understand the precise and exact significance of
the language of Vijayindra Tirtha,. In others, he has
freely used the language of Vijayindra without caring
for the formality of an acknowledgment.

L .
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Many students of philosopby in general and of
Dvaita-Vedanta in particular drew my attention to Mr.
Bastry’s outrageous attack on Vijayindra with a request
that Vijayindra should be vindicated and Mr. Sastry’s.
statements refuted. At first, I had thought of ignoring
Mzr. Sastry’s performance as it is so puerile and scho.ol--
boyish, but, on second thoughts I came to the cpucluswn
that even misrepresentations and malevolent criticisms
like those indulged in by Mr. Sastry wou.ld, if lfafb
unrepudiated, engender the totally erroneous impression
that an unsurpassed and unsurpassable controversial
classic like Vijayindra’s had been actually put in the-
shade by this Mysore Pandit !

I have acceptedithe Pandit’s challenge. Appayya's:
verse-attack was repudiated by Vijayindra in a verse-
work. Similarly, Dikshita’s prose-work was refuted in a
prose-work by Vijayindra. Unfortunately, Vijayindra’s.
work in verse has not yet been traced. - So, im reply to-
66-stanzas of Dikshita, I have composed 66-stanzas
‘employing the different metres used by Dikshita. This
metrical work is known as ¢ Prachina-kantakoddhara ..
(riddance of the old thorn)

In a prose-work, I have refuted in- detail the
unfounded charges levelled against Vijayindra by Mr..
Sastry. This|prose-werk is known as “ Naveena-kanta-
koddhara . (riddance Zof the new thorn) Further, as.
the verse-work cannot be understood without a commen-
tary, I have composed almost a term-for-term
commentary entitled - “ Padartha-Deepika *.

Thus, the present "work asa whole is known as.
“ Dvaita-adhva-kantakoddhara ” - (riddance of thorns in
the path of Dvaita) The ““ Poorvaardha ” (First Part)

is “ Prachina-kantakoddhara '’ with “Padartha-deepika’-

ii

The «Uttarardha (Second Part) is * Naveena-kanta-
~ koddhara .

: I bave chosen over 70 contexts. In most of theun,
I have shown that Mr. Sastri has not understood the
meaning of the language used by Vijayindra.” Yet, he
has had the adroitness and temerity to criticise what he
has not been able to understand at all.

_ That is surely,
not honest, ‘clean, Vedantic debate.

- Indian philosophy to-day is in a chaotic condition
brought about by  erroneous expositions and comic
translations of Sanskrit classics like the comic rendering
of tamil eli-miccham-pazam i. e. lime fruit into Raf»
Remainder-Fruit 7. Indian misrepresentations of Indian

philpsophy are to-day working greater havoc than
foreign misrepresentations.

Indians to-day who cherish the fond and foolish
illusion that Providence has charged them with the
special mission of interpreting Eastern Thought to the
West have dished Indian Philosophical systems and
doctripes with a view to titillating the jaded palates of
connoisseurs in Kurope and America. Such comic

culinary artists of Indian philosophy are welcome to
their jobs.

.

But those trained in the honest and sportsmanlike
methods of philosophical controversy and those who are
happily, luckily acquainted with the truths, traditions of
Indian systems, and those who have undergone some
atleast of the trials and tribulations of discipleship under
the accredited Pandits of matchless metaphysical scholar-
ship cannobt stomach the sorry stuff dished up by the |,

culinary artists of international, and even interplanetary
recognition and reputation. :
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Mr. Narayana Sastry must realise that if he is
either unwilling or unable to discharge the elementary
duty of clean philosophic controversy that he should
first understand what exactly is the import of the
language used by an author before attempting to attack
his views and position, he must be reckoned out of court
in Vedantic debates. I hope I have successfully made
this clear.

I may be permitted to add a word to reviewers. To
lotus-eating reviewers who are generally content with
proclaiming the conventional LIE of Book-review-
civilization that types, paper, binding etc are good, bad,
or indifferent and that much may be said on both sides
at hoc, the present work is a direct challenge. Honest
disinterested, and competent reviewers will have first to
study the arguments advanced by (1)-Appayya-Dikshita,
(2) secondly, Vijayindra-Tirtha’s reply to them, (3)
thirdly, Mr. Narayana-Sastry’s criticism {of Vijayindra's
reply, and (4) fourthly, firally, my refutation of Mr.
Sastry’s statements, before they can hope to do anything
like justice to my present philosophical endeavour.

‘Whatever it is, I welcome the reviewers’ verdict. I only .

pray that the verdict may be open, direct, and straight-
forward.

-

My thanks are specially due to Messers. K. Srini-

vasan (Managing Editor) and K. Gopalan (Proprietors

of the “ Hindu ) for having enabled me from time to
time to place the contents of the unpublished works of
Vijayindra-Tirtha before the public in the form of the
Acharya-Day anniversary-contributions. I also thank
my nephew Mr. N. Satyanarayana for his help.

Madras and Kumbakonam

Fane 1943 R. NAGA RAJA SARMA.
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